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Science Group Fact Sheet

Global presence: 

12 offices and 

30 languages spoken

400+

2

12 £80M

25%

Growing: revenue increasing 

year on year

Deep expertise:

25% of staff have PhDs

Scale: 400 employees

Investment: 

2 dedicated, 

state of the art 

R&D facilities

R&D 

Consultancy
Science-led advisory 

and product development 

services

Regulatory 

Compliance
Regulatory and scientific

services to chemicals, 

and food & beverage sectors

Frontier Smart 

Technologies
Technologies for digital and 

SmartRadio

Science Group fact sheet

Unique access to Group resource: e.g. additional language skills, toxicologists, food chemists

1 Sustainability practice:

Strategy, Sustainable 

innovation, Product stewardship
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We are proud to operate a membership programme representing a true cross-section 
of the global food and beverage industry

✓ Manufacturers

✓ Retailers

✓ Ingredient companies

✓ Government bodies

✓ Industry associations

Helpline 

enquiries 

by region
Latin America

Middle East

 and Africa

North America 

and Caribbean

EU Member States 

and Europe

Asia Pacific



UK food and 

beverage 

legislation 
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UK food 
and 

beverage 
legislation 

Additives

Novel foods

Health and 
nutritional 

claims

Labelling

Fortification 

Contaminants

Is your product compliant? 
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What happened to EU Regulations? Changes in the UK legislation landscape since Brexit

No impact on food businesses: 8 Regulations were revoked which were already superseded or inoperable.

• The UK Parliament passed the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 which in effect ‘copied’ 
almost all EU law and ‘pasted’ it into UK law- retained EU law (REUL)

European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018

• It makes provisions for changes to the operation, status and content of Retained EU Law

• It had sunset clause on 31 December 2023 to revoke or replace all EU-derived subordinate 
legislation (but not primary legislation) and retained direct EU legislation

Retained EU Law (Revocation and 
Reform) Act 2022 (the ‘Act’) 

• By amendment in May 2023 “sunset” date was removed and only the REUL specified in the 
revocation Schedule be revoked at the end of the year 2023. 

• REUL not specified in the Schedule are retained on the statue book

Amendment, Retained EU Law 
(Revocation and Reform) Act 2023

• From 1 January 2024 all retained EU regulations other than the ones listed in Schedule 1 
became assimilated regulation (names used to describe the regulations change)

The Retained EU Law (Revocation and 
Reform) Act 2023 (Commencement No. 
1) Regulations 2023 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2018/16/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/28/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/28/contents/enacted
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F1157327%2Fschedule_of_retained_eu_law_to_revoke_or_sunset.ods&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/28/enacted/data.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/28/enacted/data.pdf
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Additives

What has changed after Brexit

• New additives must be separately approved in both EU & UK so additives recently approved in the EU may not be approved 

in the UK

• Additives that are banned in the EU are not automatically banned in the UK (and vice versa)

• Changes in max limit or extension of use in the EU is not automatically transposed into the UK (and vice versa)

How much divergence has taken place

• Increasing divergence can be seen as UK authority authorised significantly less additives.

• Less choice of using new additives in foods and food supplements affects product development.
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Additives

Examples of significant divergence

• Titanium oxide is still permitted in the UK although it is banned in the EU

• Different forms of Steviol glycosides permitted 

• Purity criteria changed: limit for ethylene oxide of 0.1mg/kg in all food 

additives in the EU since September 2022 while in the UK it is only proposal now

How will I know if I am impacted 

• There is no single resource tracking UK/EU additive divergence. No UK food additive database yet, but Regulations are 

accessible: 

o Assimilated Regulation (EU) 1333/2008, as amended and 

o The Food Additives, Food Flavourings and Novel Foods (Authorisations) (England) Regulations 2023 

(legislation.gov.uk)

o Monitor consultations

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/eur/2008/1333/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2023/334/made/data.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2023/334/made/data.pdf
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Sourcing for UK regulations 
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Fortification 

What has changed after Brexit

• New forms of vitamins and minerals must be separately approved in both EU & UK so recently approved sources in 

the EU may not be approved in the UK

• Prohibited or restricted substances in foods in the EU are not automatically banned in the UK 

• The Bread and Flour Regulations 1998 on labelling and compositional standards for bread and flour amended and 

under review

How much divergence has taken place

• Not significant yet as new approved form of vitamin (niacin) in the EU is product specific not having wide impact 

across product range in the UK. 

• More significant change is the number of prohibited and restricted substances in the EU have increased while in the 

UK remained unchanged.
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Fortification 

Examples of significant divergence

• EU has implemented many prohibitions on the presence of substances like hydroxyanthracene derivatives (HAD) in aloe preparations, and 

restrictions on the use of monacolins from red yeast rice and green tea extracts containing (-)- epigallocatechin-3-gallate . EU has introduced 

maximum limits and labelling requirements to warn consumers and vulnerable groups

• In the UK, no restriction established yet. Undertaking its own risk analyses of HAD, monacolins and green tea catechins, and the outcomes of 

these risk analyses published

• White & brown wheat flour imports (but not wholemeal) – flour must be fortified unless the flour is used for production of foods exported to 

third countries. Proposal to mandate fortification of non-wholemeal flour with folic acid.

How will I know if I am impacted 

• Resources and guideline available: GB Register on the addition of vitamins and minerals and of certain other substances

• Monitor applications under the NLCS provisional common framework and opinions by the Committee on Toxicity  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/register-on-adding-vitamins-and-minerals-to-foods/great-britain-register-on-the-addition-of-vitamins-and-minerals-and-of-certain-other-substances-to-foods
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fmedia%2F642457ea3d885d000cdade57%2Fapplications-submitted-under-the-NLCS-provisional-common-framework-February_2023.ods&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://cot.food.gov.uk/


Contaminations
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Contaminations

What has changed after Brexit

• Safety level of contaminants in foods must be separately evaluated and set for EU & UK

• Maximum permitted limits for contaminants amended in the EU are not mirrored in the UK at the same time

• New contaminants for which limits established in the EU are not automatically introduced into UK legislation

How much divergence has taken place

• UK is clearly lacking behind EU as numerous changes have been made in the EU legislation but nothing has 

occurred in UK legislation yet

• 12 times the EU Regulation has been amended since Brexit either lowering max. limits for existing contaminants or 

setting limits for emerging new contaminants



© Leatherhead Food Research 2024

Contaminations 

Examples of significant divergence

• Newly introduced MLs for Pb in dried spices and salt, while revising a few existing MLs for Pb in some other foods

• For ergot alkaloids cereals are now named in the EU

• Maximum levels are set for PFAS in eggs, fishery products and certain meat in the EU, not yet in the UK. COT published 

Interim Position Paper on Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances

How will I know if I am impacted 

• Regulations are accessible 

o Assimilated Commission Regulation No. 1881/2006 

o The Contaminants in Food (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019

• Monitor consultations

Call for data: T-2 and HT-2 toxins in food

https://cot.food.gov.uk/Interim%20Position%20Paper%20on%20Per-%20and%20Polyfluoroalkyl%20Substances
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/eur/2006/1881/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2019/639/data.pdf
https://www.food.gov.uk/news-alerts/consultations/call-for-data-t-2-and-ht-2-toxins-in-food
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Labelling

What has changed after Brexit

• Changes made in the EU to the Food Information to Consumers (FIC) Regulation 

are not automatically mirrored in the UK and vice versa

• Environmental labelling initiatives are being pursued independently

How much divergence has taken place

• Very little in the core labelling requirements (i.e. FIC)

• Divergence is starting to be seen in the product sector labelling such as wine and issue-

led areas like recyclability
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Labelling 

Examples of significant divergence

• Ingredient & nutrition labelling of wine

• ‘Not for EU’ labelling

• Nutriscore (proposal)

• Packaging recycling labelling

• Natasha’s law (not really Brexit related)

How will I know if I am impacted 

• There is no single resource tracking UK/EU labelling divergence

• As most of the label changes are not being implemented via FIC it is necessary to stay informed across the sector & 

issue-led labelling projects



Claims
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Claims

What has changed after Brexit

• Health claims approved in the EU are not automatically usable in the 

UK

• Separate applications are needed for the two jurisdictions, but the 

evidence & data requirements are basically the same

How much divergence has taken place

• The number of successful health claim applications in the EU remains 

very small so not much divergence has occurred
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Claims 

Examples of significant divergence

• No significant divergence

• A claim that a blend of active ingredients in a supplement called Limicol reduces 

LDL cholesterol is approved in the EU but not the UK

How will I know if I am impacted

• Authorised claims for the EU can be found in the EU Register of 

Health Claims (here)

• The equivalent list for the UK, known as the Great Britain nutrition 

and health claims (NHC) register (here)

https://ec.europa.eu/food/food-feed-portal/screen/health-claims/eu-register
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/great-britain-nutrition-and-health-claims-nhc-register


Novel foods
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Novel foods

What has changed after Brexit

• Novel foods approved in the EU are not automatically approved in the UK and vice versa. Changes to the permitted 

categories also do not automatically update

• Separate applications are needed for the two jurisdictions but the evidence & data requirements are currently the same. UK 

are looking to overhaul the novel food mechanisms in the UK

How much divergence has taken place

• A number of ingredients have been approved as novel foods in the EU since Brexit and many of these approvals are yet to 

be mirrored in the UK. However, most of these ingredients are quite specialised (e.g. supplements, insects & infant formula) 

so the impact outside these specialist areas is quite small
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Novel foods 

Examples of significant divergence

• The lists of permitted insects in the EU & UK are not currently aligned. The 

UK only allow - Yellow mealworm, House cricket, Banded cricket and Black 

soldier fly

How will I know if I am impacted

• View the EU consult Union List of approved novel foods (here) (consolidated in January 2024)

• The UK list is (here) (use “Latest available (Revised)”). Ongoing applications for novel foods (as well as other regulated 

products such as additives, flavourings & GMOs) can be viewed (here)

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02017R2470-20240110
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/eur/2017/2470/contents
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.food.gov.uk%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fmedia%2Fdocument%2Fregulated-products-register_17.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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Membership features – providing you with on-demand access – it is the simplest 
way to do business with us

✓ Global regulatory advice

✓ Unique breadth of 

knowledge

✓ Trusted industry partner 

since 1919

EXPERTISE INFORMATION INSIGHT

Stay abreast of industry 

news and developments

On-demand support for 

scientific and regulatory 

affairs

Access to exclusive 

Member-only content 

and website area

Helpline hours for short 

enquiries  

Discounted rates for 

projects

Tactical and strategic 

advice

Food News

Global Legal Highlights

Member Digest

Annual Regulatory Day

White Papers & Webinars

Regulatory Insight Reports

New for 2024



© Leatherhead Food Research 2024

Membership features – Regulatory Insight Reports 

Regulatory Insight Reports 

Detailed regulatory insight across a 

minimum of 30 markets

Front-of-Pack Nutritional Labelling

Alcoholic Beverage Industry 

Precision Fermentation 

March 2024

May 2024

July 2024

Allergen Declaration September 2024

Recycling Logos and Symbols November 2024

Expected release:
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Upcoming Membership events and white papers 

WEBINARS WHITE PAPERS MEMBERS DAY

Access to our complete 

library of whitepapers

Providing practical 

guidance on regulatory 

challenges

Invitation to our exclusive

Members Regulatory Day

Epsom, UK

Permissibility & labelling of 

emerging technologies 

supporting

environmental sustainability

22 May 2024

Global overview of insect 

proteins
Save the date

26 September 2024
Global overview of B2B 

regulations

Global overview of 

regulations for alternative 

proteins



Great Burgh

Yew Tree Bottom Road

Epsom, Surrey

KT18 5XT

UK

For further information visit us at: 

www.leatherheadfood.com or 

email help@leatherheadfood.com

Harston Mill

Harston

Cambridge

CB22 7GG

UK

First Floor

17 Waterloo Place

London

SW1Y 4AR

UK
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1150 18th Street NW

Suite 475

Washington, DC

20036



Disclaimer

Some parts of a report of this nature are inevitably subjective and/or based on information obtained in good 

faith from third party sources. Where opinions are expressed, they are the opinions of the individual author 

and/or the relevant third party source and not those of Leatherhead Food Research. Furthermore, if new facts 

become available and/or the commercial or technological environment evolves, the relevance and applicability 

of opinions and conclusions in this report may be affected.  Accordingly, while this report has been compiled in 
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completeness, accuracy or fairness. Except where limited by law, Leatherhead Food Research shall not be 
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resulting from the same.
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